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"legitimacy/' which interfered with Russian intervention on behalf of the insurgent Greeks, should have made him a partner of Spain in her endeavor to recover her South American colonies. After the Napoleonic wars the question of Latin America loomed large in the preoccupations of European statesmen and was repeatedly discussed at the congresses and conferences of the European Alliance, especially at Aix-la-Chapelle and at Verona. The Russian diplomats Count Dimitry Tatishchev, in Madrid, and Pozzo di Borgo, in Paris, agitated in favor of action by the European Alliance to restore the rule of the Spanish king over his overseas domain. Alexander and his agents, however, could be of little practical assistance to Spain, The sale to that country of a squadron of Russian ships in which to transport Spanish troops across the Atlantic did not bring the expedition any nearer because the vessels delivered proved unscaworthy, Castlercagh and Canning were opposed to intervention in South America by the European Alliance, and the designs on that continent entertained by the European Powers were viewed with concern in the United States.
Alexander had professed warm admiration for Jefferson and the United States Constitution, and it was by his command that formal diplomatic relations with America were established in 1808, when Andrew Dashkov was appointed Russian "charge d'affaires near the Congress of the United States." In 1809 John Quincy Adams arrived in St. Petersburg as the first duly accredited American minister.15 In September, 1812, Alexander offered his mediation in the war that had just broken out between the United States and Great Britain. President Madison accepted the proposal with somewhat excessive haste and without ascertaining the attitude of London. The consequences proved disappointing. American plenipotentiaries, after spending considerable time in Europe, returned home empty-handed: Great Britain had declined the tsar's offer, and Alexander, in the midst of his French campaign, had seemingly lost all interest in the matter.
Of far greater consequence to the United States and to the world were the repercussions of Russia's territorial claims in North America and of her advocacy of intervention in the Spanish colonies. Following Bering's voyages of discovery between 1728 and 1741, Russian adventurers and hunters, attracted by the prospects of a lucrative fur
15 The first American minister to Russia, Francis Dana, reached St. Petersburg in 1781 but returned home in 1783 without having been received at court. The first American consul at St. Petersburg was appointed by Washington in 1794.